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Mission/Vision: Roosevelt’s mission is to empower all students to be creative community leaders
by providing them with a strong academic foundation, equipping them with 21st century skills,
and instilling a community ethic. We will accomplish these outcomes by creating a vibrant learning
experience through engaging personalized instruction, designing solutions to real-world
problems, and by supporting the whole child. We believe that our model will provide students with
a strong foundation for success in high school, college, career, and global citizenship.
Principal: Joao Solomon

Demographics:

Total # of
Students

Under-Resourc
ed Students

Dual/Multi
Language

Equity Rating Students to
Teacher Ratio

Students:
Counselor

568 93% 34% 2/10 19:1 511:1

Race/ethnicity:
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What Makes This School Unique:
Roosevelt Middle School instills a community
ethic atmosphere to allow students to grow to
be strong community leaders. Roosevelt's
faculty embody the values of Curiosity,
Reliability, Empathy, Affirmation, Teamwork, and
Effort to empower and create an environment
where students can succeed. Along with the
school's mission, they developed three
strategies that form a concept they call, The
Roosevelt Experience which helps students reach
their goals.

1. Personalized Learning - Where all students are aimed to achieve at high levels, each
student is different and is equipped with a unique set of skills and abilities. Roosevelt
provides a learning experience that creates opportunities to learn through various paths,
people, places, and pacing. For example, in our math classes a student may be grouped
with certain students one day, working on quadratics. The next day she may be grouped
with other students, working on the pythagorean theorem.

2. Real-World Application - Is to make learning happen within the context of the real world
in which the students live, not just theory. For example, in humanities classes they’re
designed to tackle real-world social issues, and STED (Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Design) classes have students find solutions to real-world scientific problems.

3. The Whole Child Approach - Recognizes that young people are emotional beings, not
mechanical robots. They must feel loved, welcomed, safe, and respected. They must be
trusted to make their own decisions and learn from their successes as well as their
mistakes, and know that when they do take missteps that caring adults and peers are there
to help them learn. One way this manifests at Roosevelt is that students are taught how to
be a community and solve conflicts through Restorative Practices.

Students enter Roosevelt with a wide range of reading and math skills.  In order to accelerate
student growth, the school adopted a personalized approach to teaching and learning that is
highly dependent on each student’s strengths and needs.

1. Learner Profiles through Digital Portfolios – Students create a digital portfolio to keep
track of their strengths, interests, and needs and present their work to peers, families, and
school staff.

2. Personalized Learning Paths – Through adaptive instruction, each student will have
his/her own personalized plan that lays out his/her learning path to achieve high academic
and social outcomes.

3. Competency-Based Progression – Instead of generic letter-based grades, each standard
will be assessed separately so students, families, and school staff will know which skills a
student has mastered, which s/he is beginning to master, and which s/he is yet to master.

https://www.ousd.org/domain/4017
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4. Flexible Learning Environments – Students will have the opportunity to work on their
own, in small groups independently, or with a teacher in a small group.

5. Student Ownership – Students will drive much of their own education, selecting topics for
projects, setting their own learning goals, monitoring their own progress, and learning to
ask for appropriate help.

6. Advisory - Students will receive feedback as they monitor their own progress on their
learning path.

7. Math and Reading Intervention/Acceleration – Students who are behind in their math
and reading skills receive targeted attention to bring those skills up to grade level.

All students deserve the opportunity to succeed in our rapidly changing world.  In order to help
prepare our students, they participate in opportunities to do authentic work that is culturally
relevant and useful to the world outside of school.

1. Design Thinking - In every class and extracurricular activity, students will approach
challenges by designing and implementing solutions.

2. Project-Based Learning - Across the curriculum, students collaborate on meaningful
projects that provoke critical thinking and require them to acquire and apply new
knowledge in a problem-solving context.

3. Field Work – All work connects to the real world in some way.  This could include a field
trip, an interaction with a professional of a certain field of study, or an internship.

4. Interdisciplinary and Collaborative Curriculum – Teachers co-plan their lessons and
include student and family input to ensure that students experience learning that is
connected personally to students, to other subjects, and to the world.

5. Academic Language Development – Each unit of work in every class ends with an essay, a
speech/debate, or other language-intensive product.

6. Exhibition of Student Work – Students present their ideas to authentic audiences.

School and Neighborhood History:

Roosevelt was originally a high school but is is now Roosevelt Middle School. In 1923, Roosevelt
Middle School was established yet closed by 1934 due to construction safety concerns. The
Oakland Public Schools (Department of Architecture and Engineering) rebuilt the school with aid
from the Public Works Administration (PWA) and reopened Roosevelt Middle School in 1936.

The Ohlone and Chochenyo nations inhabited the coastal region of Central and Northern
California that includes Oakland.4 Due to Spanish colonization of the Ohlone and Chochenyo
lands, there was a drastic change and evolution of the region over the years that leads us to it’s
physical layout today.

Roosevelt is located in the heart of the San Antonio District. San Antonio is a historical area was
also known as the Peralta Ranch during the Mexican era of California. Luís María Peralta was
awarded the Peralta Grant for his years of service in the Spanish Army, which included 44,800
acres of land, including the area encompassing San Antonio.

https://abitofhistory.website/2019/12/31/then-now-oakland-schools-part-13/
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During the 1960's and 70's urban renewal period, the displacements of African Americans and
Latinos from West Oakland brought many Black and Latino Families to settle into this
neighborhood. It also sparked revolutionary movements during this time period like the Chicano
movement to fight for their civil rights and self-determination and form different organizations
such as The Chicano Revolutionary Party, Black Panthers, and La Chispa, a community newspaper.
The Black Panthers formed a Free Breakfast Program at St. Augustine's Church that helped feed
the minorities and poor youth in the city.

In the mid-70s, the Oakland Tribune called the area "primarily black, but shifted in the 80’s and 90’s
as Asian families started moving into the district. Soon, the Tribune reported that the area was a
"new Chinatown.” The San Antonio District was known as an immigrant gateway due to the
increase of Latino immigrants, especially from Central America and Mexico between the 1980’s
and 2000’s. This added even more diversity to the San Antonio neighborhood.

Development: The San Antonio District, one of the most diverse areas of Oakland today. It
reflects the greater population of San Antonio: 34 percent Asian, 27 percent Latino, 23 percent
black, 12 percent white and 3 percent biracial. (This count may slightly exaggerate the Latino
population since the census tracts edge past 29th Avenue into heavily Latino Fruitvale.)

Gentrification/ Redlining within the neighborhood: The Area surrounding Roosevelt MIddle
School includes small businesses and churches. The area has many residential homes around it,
and it seems like an area which can be busy for a young child. Roosevelt Middle School is within a
redlined zone in Oakland. This section is D10 and was originally composed of transportation,
shopping centers, and schools. Residents of this neighborhood have limited access to a variety of
healthful foods, since there are only a handful of markets and many fast food restaurants. The
rapid gentrification of nearby Fruitvale, has also resulted in demographic shifts in San Antonio,
increases in things like household income, real estate prices, and rent prices.

https://localwiki.org/oakland/Free_Breakfast_for_Children_Program
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